I The  Peoria  Public  Library.  | 

! (E.  S.  WILLCOX,  LIBRARIAN.) 


Duringthe  year  1903,  just  closing,  the 
Peoria  Public  Library  shows  as  healthy 
and  vigorous  a growth  as  in  any  year 
of  its  history,  both  in  the  number  of 
[ volumes  added  to  its  already  large  col- 
lection, which  ranks  it  among  the  great 
libraries  of  the  country  and  also,  what 
■ is  better,  in  the  warm  appreciation  of 
its  ever  extending  clientage. 

The  number  of  books  added  during  the 
year  is  4,287,  bringing  our  total  number 
I of  books  in  circulation,  not  counting  du- 
! plicates  aria  pamphlets,  up  to  the  grand 
total  of  81,529  vols.,  making  a truly  no- 
ble treasure  house  of  books  in  all  depart- 
ments of  humaiy  inquiry. 

Our  present  active  membership  is  8,- 
153 — an  unusually  large  number  for  a 
city  of  our  size — and  the  home  circula- 
tion for  the  year  ending  May  31,  when 
our  last  report  was  issued,  was  182,900. 

These  firgures  show  in  a cold  kind 
of  way  as  is  the  way  with  figures,  how 
well  the  Peoria  Public  Library  is  appre- 
ciated by  our  citizens  as  one  of  the  most 
useful,  most  beneficient  institutions  of 
our  city.  And  yet  how  zero  cold  these 
figures  seem  when  compared  with  the 
warm  words  of  appreciation  we  in  the  li- 
brary hear  from  our  friends  almost  every 
day. 

As  librarian  I hope  I may  be  excused 
for  saying  that  this  library,  so  large,  so 
well  balanced  in  all  its  departments,  with 
its  constant  acquisition  of  all  the  best 
books  of  the  day  and  especially  with 
the  prompt  and  courteous  service  ren- 
dered by  a corps  of  intelligent,  well 
trained  and  willing  assistants  unsur- 
passed in  any  library  I knew  of,  ought  to 
be  appreciated.  I am  proud  of  it. 

Following  are  a few  of  the  more  not- 
able late  additions  to  the  library: 

World’s  history  and  its  makers.  10 
vols. 

The  Drama,  ed.  by  Bates,  15  vols. 

New  international  encyclopaedia.  17 
vols. 

Appleton’s  universal  cyclopaedia  and 
atlas,  rev.  ed.  12  vols. 

Nature  library,  pub.  by  Doubleday 
and  McClure.  9 vols. 

McLean  County  Historical  society 
transactions.  3 vols. 

American  pharmaceutical  association 
proceedings,  1851-91.  39  vols. 

American  journal  of  pharmacy,  1829- 
90,  62  vols.  ' (Gift  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Ben- 
| ton. 

Seven  additional  sets  of  Stoddard’s 
Lectures.  12  vols.  each. 

John  Morley’s  Life  of  Gladstone.  3 
vols. 

Senator  Hoar’s  autobiography. 

Great  masters  by  Lafarge. 

American  sculpture  by  Lorado  Taft. 

New  American  navy  bv  John  D.  Long, 
j 2 vols. 

History  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  by 
John  R.  Spears, 

Also  the  complete  works  of  the  follow- 
ing: 

Hawthorne,  Manse  ed.  22  vols. 

Bronte  sisters,  Crowell  ed.  6 vols. 

Shakespeare,  Falstaff  ed.  8 vols. 

Dickens,  Ulus,  library  ed.  15  vols. 


Scott,  Illus.  library  ed.  12  vols. 

George  Eliot,  Illus.  library  ed.  8 vols. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  to 
scholarly  readers,  most  valuable  depart- 
ments of  our  library  is  the  reading  room 
where  are  kept  in  plain  view,  accessible 
to  every  one,  more  than  three  hundred 
of  the  leading  periodicals  of  the  day, 
American,  English,  German  and  French. 
Here  the  very  latest  discussions  of  the 
day  by  the  foremost  thinkers,  scholars, 
discoverers,  inventors,  are  to  be  found. 

Reference  Work. 

The  constantly  growing  use  of  stand- 
ard works  in  our  reference  department 
by  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  High 
School,  Spalding  Institute,  Bradley  Poly- 
technic Institute,  by  the  numerous  liter- 
ary and  reading  clubs  of  our  city,  by 
students:  in  neighboring  colleges,  and  by 
the  general  public  is  a gratifying  feat- 
ure of  our  work.  Only  those  persons 
who  are  directly  acquainted  with  what 
we  are  doing  in  this  line  every  day  are 
able  to  form  any  just  estimate  of  the 
value  to  our  city  of  our  large,  well-bal- 
anced collection  of  standard  works. 

Our  genealogical  collection,  family 
genealogies,  town  histories,  etc.,  con- 
stantly growing,  is,  with  possibly  one  ex- 
ception, the  largest  in  the  state  and  is 
consulted  by  an  increasing  number  of 
students  in  that  line  of  investigation.  In 
connection  with  this  it  is  our  aim  to 
collect  everything  published  bearing  on 
local  or  state  history,  past  and  present. 
We  have,  so  far  as.  we  know,  a copy  of 
every  history  published  of  the  Illinois 
Volunteer  regiments  in  the  war  of  the 
rebellion. 

One  of  our  most  valuable,  highly  appre- 
ciated departments,  is  that  of  music, 
where  are  kept  and  issued  like  any 
other  books,  a complete  collection  of  the 
songs  of  Schubert,  Schumann,  Franz, 
Loewe,  Abt,  Lassen  and  others,  the  prin- 
cipal piano  works  in  full  score,  sonatas, 

• symphonies,  etc.,  of  Beethoven,  Mozart 
and  their  successors,  all  the  great  operas- 
also  in  score,  and  the  principal  oratorios. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the 
many  women’s  clubs  in  our  city  with 
their  extensive  membership,  and  the 
large  number  of  valuable  papers  and  dis- 
cussions on  interesting  subjects  in  his- 
tory, biography,  art,  scienVy  literature 
and  social  science  which  they  prepare 
every  year,  the  many  students  in  our 
schools  and  institutes  pursuing  investiga- 
tions along  the  lines  of  their  studies,  the 
mechanics  and  artisans  who  seek  to  en- 
large their  knowledge,  our  musical  pub- 
lic-teachers, pupils  and  performers — who 
find  here  the  works  of  the  great  masters 
to  enjoy  and  interpret,  which,  without 
our  help  they  might  remain  ignorant  of 
all  their  lives — when  we  consider  all 
these  classes  and  so  many  more  besides, 
who  find  here  their  nourishment,  their 
stimulus,  their  broadened  education  and 
their  supreme  enjoyment  in  all  that  is 
good  and  beautiful  and  true,  may  we  not 
truthfully  claim  that  our  public  library 
is  indeed  the  people’s  university. 

Peoria,  III.,  Jan.  1st,  1904. 
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Tnterestmg  Sketch  of  the  Instil uti 


uticn  From  the  Pen  of  the  Present  Librarian,  Mr.  E.  S.  Willcox 
—Something  About  the  Men  IVlio  Started  the  Library  and  Kept  It  Alive  While  It  Was  In 
Swaddling  Clothes. 


HE  Peoria  Public  Library  has  made 
tlie  city  famous.  This  in  view  of 
tbe  fact  that  whisky  has  always  been 
credited  with  bringing  this  about,  may 
kcp-m  a somewhat  startling  statement, 

■ out  the  fact  remains  nevertheless  that 
among  the.  public  libraries  of  the  United 
States-,  the  one  in  this  city  takes  high 
rank  and  is  indeed  ranked  far  ahead  of 
those  in  many  cities  much  larger. 

The  following  sketch  of  the  library 
historical,  and.  reminiscent-  is  from  the 
pen  of  the  librarian.  Mr.  K S.  Willcox, 
the  man  who  has  done  more  for  the 
j Peoria  library  than  any  other: 

“The  Peoria-  Public  Library  traces  its 
genealogy  back  forty-nine  years,  to-  An e 
autumn  of  1855,  when  two  rival  librar- 
ies started  here— the  Mercantile  library 
*>n  October  22nd,  and  the  Peoria  library 
two  weeks  later,  on  November  8th.  The 
..Rev.  J..  R.  McFarland  was  the  moving 
spirit  of  the  first, _ and  the  Rev.  J.  W. 

■ Cracraft,  of  the  second,  as  I am  in- 
i’ formed. 

“Prominent  in  the  organization  of  this 
first  Mercantile  library  were  15.  L.  T. 
Rowland,  Onslow  lifers,  A.  P.  Bartlett ‘ 
A.  J.  Hodges,  1).  M.  Cummings,’  G.  F. 
Harding,  C.  C.  Bonney.  Dr.  J.  I>.  Arnold.. 
Isaac  Underhill,  Timothy  Lvnch,  Philo 
Holland,  G.  W.  Fridley"  and  E.  B.  El- 
wood;  and  in  the  Peoria  library,  A.  G 
Vjng,  George  T.  Metcalf,  A.  G.  Curteiiius, 
E.  X.  Powell,  H.  B.  Hopkins.  George  C. 
Bestor,  X.  B.  Curtiss,  Jacob  Gale,  Dr.  It. 
Rouse,  Dr.  J.  C.  Frye,  Wellington  Loucks 
and  J.  P.  Hotchkiss;  the  two  libraries 
embracing  thus  in  their  organization 
nearly  all  'the  leading  men  of  the  city 
at  the  time; 

RESULTED  in  a rivalry. 

“One  naturally  inquires,  why  two  sep- 
| urate  libraries  were  started  here  at  the 
same  time.  It  v as  a question,  I am  told, 
between  the  sc  called  liberals  and  the 
' orthodox,  incite  l by  the  evil  one  him- 
;self,  we  might  suppose,  but  mark  how 
There’s  a divinity  that  shapes  our  ends. 
Rough-hew  them  how  we  will/ 

“I  doubt  if  the  most  cunning  ingenuity 
<*ou'ld  have  contrived  a more  effective , 
/plan  for  starting  a library  in  a small' 
town,  as  Peoria  then  was,  than  by  fan-] 
nmg  just  such  a not  rivalry  between  op-i 
posing  - theological  forces.  The  whole; 
town  was  stirred  a-om  end  to  end;  every- 
body' took  sides,  and  joined  in  ; everybody 
bi  ought  books*  or  money  to  his  favorite 
library  ; and.  as  a consequence,  when,  a 
year  later,  the  two  libraries  were  very 
..sensibly  consolidated,  under  the  name  of  i 
iihe  Peoria  City  Library,  they  had  -as 
choice  a collection  of  some  1,500  Volumes  I 
as  probably'  any  young  library  eved  had  i 
in  a city  of  our  then  size.  And  the ' 
gratifying  thing  about  it  all  is,  that 
wnce  t}ie  day  when  the  two  libraries 
were  brought  together  under  one  roof) 
there  has  never  been  any  trouble;  not 
an  unkind  word  .]»:[>  passed  between' John 
/alvm  and  Joseph  Priestley,  disciple  of 
Seivetus;  not  a sour  look  between  Jona- 
than Edwards  and  William  Eller v Chan- 
mn&  although  they  have  stood  there  on 
our  shelves,  elbow  to  elbow,  for  upwards 
°t  forty  years. 


Carroll,  AI.  Hieneibery,  Nelson  Burnham, 
McCoy  & .Straut,  R.  LX  McClure  & Co., 
A.  Allisbn,  Chas.  Fisher,  ill.  C.  Cleland, 
J.  E.  McClure  & Co.  (the  'Co./  R.  C. 
Grier)  j N.  B.  Curtis,  jMoses  Pettengill, 
(Martin  & Eastman. 

“Fifty  Dollars — Bishop  u,  Co.,  Alexand- 
er McCoy.  H.  I.  Chase,  Robert  A.  Smith, 

J.  A.  Troup.  John  Babcock,  Isaac  Moore, 
Charles  Ulrkhson.  B.  L.  T.  Bourland,  T, 

K.  Cooper  & Moss,  Z.  X.  Hotchkiss, 
Charles  Raymond.  Joseph  Huber,  John 
H.  Francis,  V.  Do  vein,  i nomas  Neil,  J. 
W.  Johnson;  M.  A.  Breed,  Hall,  Burr  & 
Co..  Isaac  Brown,  J.  Murray  Blakely, 
Willis  Y.  Francis,  J.  H.  Thompson,  H. 
W.  Reynolds. 

■ “Twer  tv- five  Dollars — A.  L.  Ma  ft  hies, 
Henry  Nolte,  J.  P.  Bean,  D.  H,  Tripp, 
Chas.  A.  Taylor,  F.  J.  Comstock,  N.  K. 

; Beasley,  J.  & D.  C.  Ale  Fad  den,  William 
j,  Truesdale,  C.  W.  Rees,  Henry  Grove,  M. 
P.  Stone,  D.  J.  C’alligan,  W.  B.  Lyon, 
R,  AI.  : Pinkney,  C.  C.  Dewitt,  Peterson 
& Wood,  W.  C.  Strickler,  David  McCul- 
loch. Wm.  Aliller,  Wm.  H.  Davis,  If. 
Sandmeyer,  Oamblin  & Taylor,  Newman 
& Ullman,  Wm.  D.  Voight;  Geo.  W.  H. 
Gilbert,  A.  S.  Tucker*  John  Alilehan,  P. 
W.  Dunne,  A.  Frank,  G.  If.  Kettelle,  Wm.' 
Rutherford,  P.  Bender.  Thomas  Gratty. 
Chas.  Holland,  C.  P.  Taggart,  Wm,  . W. 
O'Brien,  H.  W.  Wells,  G.  IV.  Sutton,  C. 
M . AleClallen,  Wm.  W.  Dunn,  Chambers 
& Rupert,  R.  A.  Culter,  H.  S.  Hill,  Chas. 
Seabury,  J.  S.  Starr,  Jobst  & Smith, 
Joseph  Aliller,  Geo.  E.  Ford,  J.  S,  French, 
II.  P.  W ilber,  Charles  Ballance,  H.  AI. 
Wead,  John  Durham,  R.  E.  Hickey,  -J. 
H.  Alorse,  John  F.  Kuhn,  H.  E.  Howe. 
MANY  CONTRIBUTORS. 

“Since  we  had  among  our  citizen:,;  no 
rich  capitalist  or  railroad  king  to  be  Tow 
oh  our  city*  an  imposing  .marble  monu- 
ment for  a library,  as  they  do  .m  the 
eastern  states,  we  arc,  at  legM,  permit- 
ted to  take  a quiet  satisfaction  in  remem- 
bering that  Peoria  owes  her  library 
building  originally  to  140’  -different  in- 
dividuals and  firms  from  hpr  own  hard- 
working and  public*- spirited  professional 
and  business  men,  contracting  in  com- 
paratively small  sums,  according  to  their 
several  means.  She  does  not  owe  it  to 
%uv  one  millionaire,  eager  to  seize  so 
rare-  an  opportunity  for  perpetuating  his 
family  name. 

“There  is  no  name  carvetk  over  our 
door  but  the  one  name  which  belongs  to 
us  all — Peoria. 

“The  Mercantile  library  consisted  at 
first  of  two  departments,  a merchants'' 
exchange  department  and  a library  de- 
partment, with  separate  boards  o.Y  di 
rectors,  which,  together,  constituted  the 
general  board  ; but  the  exchange  'depart- 
ment gradually  lapsed,  and.  the.  library 
d/partment  became  its  'residua  ry  legatee, 
■so-  speak.  ; 

“In  fife  thirty-two  years  dFi’ts  ekist- 
eue'!  the  Mercantile  Library  association 
had  bull,  four  president's--  Tobias  Brad- 
ley, 1865-1867;  Washington  Cockle,  1868- 
1882;  John  Boyd  Smith,  1882-1886,..  and 
Geo.'  H.  Alcllvaine,  1886-1897. 


! immediate  and  hearty  approval  by  Alayor 
j Miles  and  the  entire  council. 

; “This  proposition  was,  that  if  the  city 
! would  buy  the  lots  .the  Mercantile  Li 
brary  association  would  sell  its  property 
j corner  of  Alain  street  a l Jefferson  ave 
{ nue,  and  devote  the  o*  ?eds  to  the 
j erecting  of  a Fuildin; 

PURCHASER  A LOT  ON  MONROE  ST 
i “In,  June,  1894,  the  directors  of  th< 
i public  library. . supported  by  .the  action 
1 of  the  city  council,  purchased  for  $16,000 
three:  lots  on  Alonroe  stheet,  nearly  op- 
posite the  government  bmldiug,  108  feet 
f front  by  171  feet  deep,  pyjfl  December  24. 
j 1894  ,the  directors  of  the  Mercantile  li- 
j brary’  sold  their  property, yorner  of  Alain 
street  and  Jefferson  avenue,  and  on  July 

10,  1895,  the  contract  for  the  erection  of 
the  new  library  building  was  let.  The 
work  of  excavating  for  Fie  foundation 
wa  11s  began  the  following  morning,  July 

11,  ,1895. 

“Idle  planning  and  construction  of  this 
building  was  done  unden  t1  direction  of 
six  gentlemen — J.  D.  AlecTur  Philip  Ze. 
apd-E.  iS.  Willcox,  fr/m  the  Alercantile 
library  board,  and  R.  C.  Grier,  Thos.  At. 
Alcllvaine  and  Cbas.  R.  Vand*.Yvort,  from 
the;  Public  Library  board.  I 1 dieve  they 
did  the  best  they  could  under  actual 
conditions.  They  none  of  them  had 
their  own  way  in  evervthjig,  yeyh  ~"4' 1 
but  they  all  had  their  way  iiv  -i 
tilings.  jB&  ' < 

THE  ARCHITECTS. 

“The  architects  were  Alessrs.  Rigbai 
son  & fev&er,  of  this  city,  and  there 
tractok  Air.  \Tames  Deal,  also  of  Pe& 
ail  J,.  thanks  t*y  the  careful  attentic 
the  building  coni rai it, tee,  and  the  fair 
| square  dealing  of.  thy  - architects  and 
(tractor,  there  was  not  * ./  ar  w 

or  misspent  in  the  construct'- 
building — there  , vt as  iuiver  ai 
-job  .of  work  dor/e  in  F’eoria,  ’If 
eri-oi-s  and  omissions  eire  found 
successors  here,  Ml  I hiiv^  to  say 
tnose  find  fault  who  Y^.ve,  • -them 
built  a better  library  with  less  l 
We  had,  at  l^a,st,  .this  s,atisfactipi 
oh  the  great  Vedger  of  our  city  tr 
there  will  be  found  no  item  re 
“Bonded  indebtedness  for  the 
Library.”  The  building  was  given 
city  free  of  debt,  and  not  .one. 
of  taxation  went  into  its  conatixu 
CLOSED  for  removal. 

“The  library 
moral  on 

tire  collection  of  60, 090  volume^  . ai. 
transferred  a distance  of  three  blocks 
and  put  i£  order*  in  /tlie  new  bnildihg,  in 
six  days  by  two  men,  seven  high  scflool 
'boys  and  one  team,  at  a total  cost  of 
$221.91,  or  less  than  % of  a cent  per 
volume. 

“The  biulding'-js  on  Alonroe  street, 
nearly  opposite  the  post  offide,  half  way 
between  Alain  and  Hamilton*  streets.  It 
was  not  placed  on  a /-corner 
reason  that  corner  lots  cost  much  morel 
than  inside  lots,  and  a public  edifice 
on  a comer  would  require  at  least  two 
architecturally  finished  fronts  instead  of 
one.  This  wrould  have  involved  an  ad- 
ditional cost  in  land  anl  building  of 
less  than  $20,000  which,  in  their  ci.r 
stances,  the  committee  felt  bound  v.t 
rtake  into  cqnsj deration . 


library  w s f/nstf#, 
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ONE  OF  THE  EARL  1 FOlADEftS. 

“Of  these  early  founders  of  our  library. 
B.  L.  T.  Bourland  is  the  only,  one  still 
living  here. 

. " \\  hen  l first  became  a director  in  the 
city  library,  in  January,  1865,  the  initia* 
tion  fee  was.  if  1 remember  rightly, 
$2.00,  the  annual  dues  were  $2.00,  and 


PAYING  POK  THE  NEW  BUILDING. 

"After  the  purchase  of  the  Griswold 
property  our  library  had  its  rooms  free 
of  rent,  but  received  very  little  help 
from  rents  of  oifices  in  the  building, 
which  went  toward  paying  for  the  new 
building  erected  in  1878.  r or  an  income 
it  was  still  dependent  on  the  meager 
sums  derived  from  membership  dues  and 
miscellaneous  entertainments.  Our  sur- 


A PRACTICAL  LOCATION. 

'•But  there  was  another  weighty  rea- 
son besides  that  of  economy  for  choosing 
the  site  they  did.  Business  men  do  not 
vicing  friends,  Eliot  Callender,  J.  C.  Han- 1 plan  and  locate  their  workshops  and 

' ~ warehouses  with  a view  to  an  imposing 

architectural  effect  on  strangers  visiting 
einnati,  will  not  soon  gorget  the  hard  the  city,  but  rather  with  the  more  prac- 
work  we  did,  running  lecture  courses, ! tical  object  of  best  serving  their  pur- 
. concerts,  spelling  bees,  ‘Drummer  Boy  of  j pose  as  workshops  and  warehouses.  Nov/ 
80,000  now:  for  ymi  cannot  very  well  Shiloh.’  etc.,  in  order  to  eke  out  our  \ a library  is  preeminently,  aud  more  so 

small  income  of  four  dollars  apiece  from  j than  most  public  buildings,  a warehouse 
about  250  subscribers  in  the  days  when  | and  a workshop. 

that  estimable  lady,  Mrs.  S’.  B.  Arm-  “Ag  a warehouse,  its  function  is  to 
strong,  constitute. L*  our  entire  library,  store  books  conveniently  and  safely;  as 


the  membership  considerably  less  than  sel;  john  g stevens>  John  Birks,  Dr.  j 
LOO  U was  a good  well-selected  library , w Johnson  and  E.  W.  Coy.  now  ot  On- 
for  the  time  and  place.  1 think  1 en- 


joyed  access  to  those  few,  choice  books, 
some  2,000  then,  as  much  as  I do  to  our 


master  more  than  2.000  standard  books 
in  ten  years. 

"In  the  spring  of  1865  a new  board  of 
younger  men  seized  the  reins,  and  a new 
impetus  was  given  to  the  library  by  in- 
corporating it  as  the  Peoria  Mercantile 
library  association.  The  . charter  was 
obtained  by  our  then  member  of  the 
legislature,  Alex.  McCoy.  Esq.,  and  the 
charter  members  were  Tobias  8.  Bradley, 
John  L.  Griswold.  Lewis  Howell,  D.  C. 
Jarrell,  Matthew  Griswold,*  Lorin  Grant 
Pratt,  H.  G,  Anderson.  Asahel  A.  Stev- 
ens, John  Boyd  Smith  and  F.  S.  Willcox, 
only  one  of  whom  is  still  living. 

FUNDS  FOR  A LOT. 

“Lnder  this  private  charter  the  Mer- 
cantile Library  association  continued  to 
work  until  it  was  turned  over  to  the 
Free  Public  library.  While  the  charter 
eras  on  its  passage  through  the  legisla- 
ture, meetings  were  held  and  a subscrip- 
tion started  to  raise  funds,  and  largely 
1 hr o ugh  the  personal  solicitation  of  L.  G. 
Pratt,  Esq.,  ably  seconded  by  the  entire 
hoard,  the  very  handsome  sum  o f$13. 
262.50  was  secured,  with  $10,000  of 
which  the  John  i..  Griswold  property, 
••oroer  uf  tjain  street  and  Jefferson  ave- 
nue,  ivas  bought. 

“It  was  a splendid  show  ing  for  those 
Elays,  thirty-nine  years  ago.  It  laid  the 
foundation  for  all  the  success  which  may 
attend  our  public  library  in  the  future. 
We  were  proud  of  what  we  accomplished 
in  1865,  and  the  slender  band  of  us  wiio 
survive  in  , 1904  may  be  pardoned.  I hope, 
if  we  are  proud,  of  it  still. 

THE  ORIGINAL  SUBSCRIBERS . 

'‘Following  G a complete  list  'of  the 
original . subscribers-  a list  which  de- 
serves to  be  held  in  grateful  remem- 
. brance,  for  it  Avas  their  money,  carefully 
administered  for  thirty-two  Vears.  that 
built  our  present  library  building: 

“One  Thousand  Dollars  — Tobias  S. 
Bradley. 

“Jive  Hundred  Dollars  Lewis  Howell-. 
D.  C.  Jarrell.  -John  L.  Griswold. 

“Three  Hundred  Dollars  Charles  P. 
King. 

"Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars — Ho- 
ratio A.  Wheeler,  L.G.  Pratt,  Matthew 
Griswold,  Jacob  Littleton.  Tyng  & Broth- 
erson,  Adler,  A u sbaum  & Higbie,  Thos. 
8.  Dobbins,  .Sidney  Pulsifer. 

‘Two  Hundred  Dollar-  \Y.  A.  Willard 
& Co..  T.  ('.  Moore.  E.  H.  Jack,  George 
Field  6:  Co.,  Washington  Cockle,  Richard 
S.  Cox.  JI.  G.  Anderson,  Robinson  & Co., 
Philip  Zell,  ingersollj  & Puterbaugh,  A.  P. 
& P.  C.  Bartlett,  Da  a-  Bros.,  E.  F.  Noav- 
Jand,  Jr.,  C.  S.  Clark.. 

"One  Hundred  Dollars — W.  H.  Chap- 
man, Jacob  Gale,  T.  J.  Darby,  John  C. 
Proctor,  S.  H.  Thompson,  John  C.  Mahler, 
C.  W.  Parks,  G.  X.  Walker  & Co.,  Sam- 
uel Voids  & Co.,  Andrew  Young,  Roswell 
Bills.  John  Hamlin,  E.  L.  Hardin,  John 
R Smith.  Robert  Strehknv,  Isaac  Under- 
hill, G.  H.  Mel.Ivaine,  Louis  Green,  W. 


staff.  It  is  enoug  hto  say,  that  it  was  j a Avorksliop,  it  is  a place  for  quiet  read? 
ou .rexperience  here  in  this  Peoria  librarv, ' ing  and  study;  and  for  both  purposes* 
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of  the  utter  inadequacy  of  a subscription 
library  to  provide  for  the  literary  wants 
of  the  people,  that  first  suggested  the 
idea,  until  then  unheard  of.  in  this  coun-  j on  an  inside  lot  chan  on  a corner  lot  j 


it  requires  above  all  things,  protection 
from  the  . noise  and  dust  of  street  traf- 
fic. These  objects  are  better  secured 


try,  of  supporting  public  libraries  like 
public  schools,  by  public  taxation,  and 
Avhicli  resulted  in  placing  on  the  statute 
book  of  our  state  in  1872,  our  present 
free  library  laAv — the  first  law  of  the- 
kind  in  any  state  of  our  union.  Under 
this  law,  in  1880.  Col.  John  Warner,  then 
mayor  of  our  city,  started  our  present 
public  library  by  nominating'  the  first 
board  of  directors,  thus  becoming,  as  he 
says,  the  daddy  of  our  public  library. 
The  first  president  of  the  public  library 
Avas  Mr.  John  S..  Lee.  Of  this  first  board, 
Mr.  Bernard  Greiner  has  served  continu- 
ously un&l  the  present  time. 

THE  FIRST  LIBRARIAN", 

The  first  libcarvai  of"  our  uublic  li- 


jvbcarvtn  vt  our  j; 
brar  y Avas  Mr.  Fred  J.  Soldun,  and  a bet- 
ter choice  could  not  Imre  been  made.  He 
began  Avithout  a.  book  .oil  his  shelves,  in 
a bare  room,  over  a.  store  on  Adams 
street.  He  planned  and  brought  into 
good  running  order  all  the  multifarious 
details  so  necessary  to  the  smooth  work- 
ing of  the  modern  public  library,  and,  at 
his  untimely  death  in  1891,  left  a Avell 
selected  and  Avell  organized  library  of 
40,600  A'olumes  and  a well  trained  corps 
of  assistants.  Mr.  Soldan  was  succeed- 
ed by  the  present  librarian. 

“April  19,  1881,  the  German  library 
gave  its  fine  ollection  of  1,900  volumes 
to  the  public  library,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1882  the  Mercantile  Luprary  associa- 
tion turned  over  as  a gift  to  the  public 
library  its  entire  collection  of  some  12,- 
000  A olijmes,  and  leased  its  room  to  the 
same  for  a term  of  years. 

AGITATION  FOR  A NEW  SITE. 

“Early  in  1894  the  overcroAvded  condi- 
tion of  the  library  bad  become  so  press- 
ijigly  noticeable  that  an-  agitation  was 
begun  to  purchase  another  site  and  erect 
a new  building  exclusively  for  library 
purposes.  The  conditions  were  favorable. 
The  Mercantile  Library  association  own 
ed  valuable  property  which,  Avith  the 
groAvth  of  th  ecity  and  oy  careful  man- 
agement, had  risen  ill  rvalue  from  $10,000 
to  $75,000,  less  a debt  of  <pi 1,000  to  $12,- 
000,  Avhich  yet  reqminev-  to  be  extin- 
guished, and  the  public  library  owned 


i G. 


and  if,  as  in  our  case,  ample  space  fof, 
light  and,  air  is  provided  on  both  side 
of  the  building,  it  would  seem  that  fotf 
Peoria  at  least  no  better  choice  of  lo- 
cation could  have  been  made. 

WORDS  OF  COMMENDATION 

“The  test  of  seven  years’  use  of  t life 
building  has  set  the  seal  of  approval 
on  the  work  of  the  'building  committee^ 
If  Avetmay  believe  AA'liat  our  felloAV  citi 
zens  say,  and  the  many  commendations 
Ave  hear  from  strangers,  and-  especially 
from  other  librarians,  our  city  is  very 
much  to  be  envied  in  its  public  libraTy; 
but  we  who  work  here  daily  know  bet 
ter  than  anybody  else  how  convenient 
and'hwr  wisely  It  was  jd|Mnhed. 
USES  OF  A LIBRARY. 

“What  use,  I am  often  asked,  does 
the  free  public  library  serve  in  this  XX 
century? 

“I  answer  in  a single  line:  ‘It  is  the 
most  efficient  instrument  we  knoAV  of 
for  the  diffusion  of  general  intelligence 
among  the  people,  * and  for  providing 
them  with  wholesome  entertainment. 

“The  school  teaches  us  reading,  Avriting 
and  arithmetic,  and,  to  the  majority,  buti 
little  more;  but  writing  and  arithmetic’ 
dre,  for  the  most  of  us,  simply  tools  with 
which  to  earn  our  bread  and  butter.  The 
art  of  reading,  and  reading  intelligently, 
is  the  one  tning  of  most  value  that  the 
public  school  gives  us.  It  is  this  that 
throws  the  door  wide  open  to  all  knowl 
edge. 

THE  READING  NATIONS. 

“We  have  to  look  around  over  the 
world  and  compare  the  nations  that  read 
with  those  that  do  not  read — England 
with  Russia,  the  L’nited  States  witli 
Spain  or  Turkey — to  understand  why 
free  institutions,  flourish  in  the  former 
and  despotism,  resting  on  ignorance,  has 
its  AAray  in  the  latter.  More  than  any 
or  all  things  else  it  is  the  education  we 
get  from  reading  after  we  have  left 
school  that  makes  the  difference.  Tq 
reach  and  entertain  and  inform  and  ele-. 
a- ate  the  masses — to  show  them  a better 
way  and  a broader  life — that  is  the  funcs 
tion  of  the  free  library.  For  ignoran- 


50  000 ! books.  There  was  no  good  reason  is  the  reatest  evil  knowledge  the  greaj 
why  the  two  should  not  now  unite  m * 

the  common  Object  of  giving  Peoria  a 
great  library  to  be  proud  of,  provided 
some  method  could  be  devised  for  effect- 


ing the  union  satisfactorily  to  all  parties. 

“A  proposition  to  this  effect  was  made 
jby  the  directors  of  the  Mercantile  library 
to  the  city  council,  and  was  met  with 


est  good. 

INFLUENCE  OF  THE  PULPIT. 

“T  am  not  unmindful  of  the  grea1 
fluence  of  the  pulpit,"  Lie  platform  'and 


the  press  hi  molding  public  opinion,  and 
in  educating  the  people,  but  granting 
that,  it  is  still  the  nook  that  is  the  foun- 


which  they  all  draw- in  | 
For  bo  jks  are  the  chief  edu- 1 a 


I have  no  doubt/ in  fact  L know  from 
father  ^interesting  experience  mat 


tain  head 

^aWr^ivilizers^’and*  humanTzers  of  our  j Mary  J/Ho-lmes  afforded  ‘as  much  real 
a ve. 

word  reaches  but  few 


•enjoyment  to  a certain  tired  hous; 
keepe1  after  shej  had  got  tlie  supper 


cf  the.  creaihy  our  £o-<Silied  society 
men,  sit  down  t^enjoy  ..tl/e  last 
novel  with  the  sane  sweet,  s elf 
contentment . as  do  oar  cha-nbe 
and  it  does  uou.  necessarily 


- “O,.  ib — my  country,  city  of  the 
soul ! ” 

32.  S,  WILLOOX,  Librarian. 
THE  PRESENT  LIBRARIAN. 

A man  of  broad  sympathies  and  open 
ind,  an  avowed  lover  of  books, 
uainted  not  only  with  those  worths 
hich  have  demonstrated  their  claims 
> consideration  by-  rersisting  the  action 
f time,  but  alive  also  to  the  best  that 
s being,  done  today  both  in  English  and 
in  > the  Continental  tongues,  Mr.  E.  S. 
Willeox  has, directed  with  rare  wisdom 
-he  growth  of  the  Peoria  Public  Library 
during  the  past  thirteen  years.  That 
such  a position  calls  for  rare  tact . 
ability  both  of  a business  and  special 
character,  and  a foundation  of  sound 
taste  and  cultivated  scholarship  no  one 
would  think  of  denying.  These  qualities 
Mr.  Willeox  has  supplied  in  unusual  ; 
measure. 


A GRADUATE  OF  KNOX  COLLEGE. 

Graduated  from  Knox  college  with 
high  honors,  Mr.  Willeox  after  a 
few  years  of  teaching  and  a.  brief  experi- 
ence as  hank  clerk,  spent  two  years  in 
travel  on  the  Continent,  during  which 
time  he  met  many  of  the  most  distin- 
guished scholars  and  scientists  of  Ger- 
many-, France  and  England.  This 
period  of  travel  for  one  of  Mr.  Willeox’s 
eager  mind  was  of  incalculable  import- 
ance in  shaping  his  future  intellectual 
interests. 

INSTRUCTOR  OF  LANGUAGES. 

After  returning  to  America  he  accept- 
'd the  position  of  /instructor  in  modern 

nguages  at  Knox  college,' deserting  col- 

3 work  later  for  business  and  making 
home  in  this  city-.  A®  early  as 
lie  was  named  as  a director  of  the 
’ercantile  Library  Association  and 
lie  very  first  the  institution  en- 
the  benefit  of  his  interest  and  ad-  , 
> \ • . ‘ ' 

MED  AS  LIBRARIAN. 

Iii  1S91  he  was  called  to  the  headship 
of  the  institution  in  which  he  had  always 
winced  the  liveliest  concern,  succeeding 
ieriek  J.  Soldan  as  librarian. 

Willcox’s  work  during  the  years 
! been  at  the  head  of  the  library 
beneficient  result  upon  the  coni^ 
can  hardly  be  measured.  V 


LIBRARY  U.  OF  1.  URBANA-CHAMPA1GR 


tain  head  from  which  they -all  draw  m 
soirution*.  For  bo.iks  are  the.  chief  edu- 
cator, civilizers  and  humanize!*  of  our 
acre.  ■'  . ~.4 


“I  have  no  doubt/  in  fact  I-  know  from 
a rather  interesting  experience  mat 
Mary  J/Hoimes  afforded  as  much  real 
enjovinent  to  d certain  tired  house- 


The  spoken  word  reaches  but  few  at]  kee>>  after  she,  bad  got  the , supper 
ibest  and  is  soon  lost  in  silence.  TV  eh.M«|  ±n<*«l 


daily  paper  rekindles  our  interest  in  lift  I away-  in.  bed,  as  Macaulay  or  Browning 
and  the  kitchen  fire  the 


of  the.  ereaiti.  our  id'CSdled  society*  wo- 
men, sit  down  to-  enjoy  _ tl>e  last  new 
novel  with  the  sane  sweet,  self-satisfied 
contentment  ms  do  oar  cha-nberpMUds; 
and  it  does  udu  necessaril  y spoil  the 
washed  and  the  children  tucked ! taste  of  it,  as  it  V 


one  morning  ana  the 
morning  after;  the  book  alone  sta^s  by, 
the  companion,  ti  e counselor  and  con- 
soler of  man,  in  the  lone  cabin  oil  the 
prairie,  or  in  the  splendid,  hut  still  lone- 
ly, halls  of  the  rich.  The  readings  of  a 
hook  of  history  or  of  travel  enlarges  the 
boundaries  of  the  world,  expands  our 
sympathies;  we  are  no  longer  simply 
clod-hoppers,  with  heads  prone  to  the 
earth  and  no  thought  beyond  our  eighty- 
acre  farm.  We  become  citizens  of  the 
world,  interested  spectators  of  the  great 
world  drama,  a part  of  all  that  is  . and  of 
all  that  ever  was. 

‘‘It  is  an  established  conviction  with  a 
free  self-governing  people,  that  every - 
: body  is  wiser  Huzl/'wybody.  I think  it  a 
species  of  self-flktteiV  to  claim  this,  for 
the  majority  ary  almost  always  wrong 
unless  instructed.  .V.r^be  fcw  wiser  ones: 
but  given  that,  given  an  intelligent,  well 
informed  body  of  voters  fend  it  is  not  far 
i out  of  the  way,  and  at  all  events  it  is 
| our  way. 

A SACRED  TRUST 

“We  can  never  aff  *d  to  hand  over  the 
control  of  this  c^put  ry  to  anybody,  it  is 
too  sacred  a trust.  But  not  because 
you  are  a native  or  naturalized  here  are 
you  necessarily  a good  citizen,  an  intel- 
ligent voter,  ' ^ to  take  such  a trust. 
Kittens  being  tom  in  an  oven  don’t 
make  'em  loaves  of  bread;  there  is  some 
kneading  and  raising  and  baking  neces- 
sary to  make  go<id  bread,  intelligent  citi- 
zens. out  of  our  blind  kittens.  And  here- 
in lies  the  justification  of  our  free  pub- 
lic schools  and  cut-  free  public  libraries, 
we  have  resorted  to  them  in  self  defense 
to  preserve  our  free  institutions. 

“But  does  the  iree  library  accomplish 
this  purpose,  »es  it  spread  intelligence 
among  the  mas.ps? 

PERCENTAGE  OF  LIGHT  LITERA- 

TLRE.  1 

“It  is  claimed)  for  instance,  that  we 
circulate  light  literature  mostly,  and  it 
is  true  that  a.bd  lit  70  per  cent,  of  our  is- 
sues are  of  fiction  and  juveniles.  Now 
we  librarians  ’arfi  no  advocates  of  novel 
reading,  on  the  contrary  we  do  what  we 
can  to  minimize]  it.  But  what  can  you 
We  have  to  take  things  as  they 


of  Schopenhaser  ever'  gave  me. 


"The  goocTpbblic  is  a great  Why,  and 
must  be  fed  spoon . victuals  at  first,  not 
boiled  down  into  concentrated  extracts 
as  Walter  Pater  does  it;  their  weak 
stomachs  will  not  bear  it  ; it  musk;  be 
thin,  with  plenty  of  cheap  filling  and 


tC'h  the  others, 
if  there  happen  to  oe^jus*  a suspicion 
of  French  accent  about  it— supposing,  1 
say,  that  70  per  cent  of  our  issues  then 
as  now  w-as  fiction,  adult  and  juvenile, 
that  would  make  5,250  novels  to  2,25j0 
books  of  a more  informing  character. 
The  circulation  of  our  library  now  i- 
over  180.000,  70  per  cent  of  which  is  fie- 


sweetening  in  the  way  of  sentiment  and  I tion,  adult  and  juvenile,  and  30  per  cent- 
moonlight  and  hair-breadth  escapes  and  is  54,000.  That  is,  whereas  our  subscrip- 
impossible  heroes  and  impossible  villains  i tion  library  sent  out  every  year  2,250 


. 

GOOD  TO  GREATEST 


do? 
are. 

GREATE  T 

NUMBER. 

“These  are  facts  to  be  dealt  with 
patiently  and  wjisely  as  best  we  can — a 
edmditidn  we  eaji  not  yet  escape  in  ad- 
ministering the  free  public  library  for 
the  greatest  go<!d  of  tne  greatest  num- 
ber. 


and  especially  impossible,  young  ladies. 

SOUND  FOOD  NECESSARY. 

“You  know  that  in  fattening  cattle  it 
will  not  do  to  give  them  good  -sound 
corn  alone;  it  is  too  strong;  you  must 
mix  in  a plenty  of  hay  or  straw  with,  it, 
what  cattle  feeders  call  “roughness,”  if 
you  would  have  them  lay  on  fat.  It  is 
so  with  books.  Amanda  Douglas  or  The 
Duchess  has  more  admirers  than  George 
Eliot.  George  Eliot  demands  some 
thinking,  and  your  devotee  of  fiction 
don’t  want  to  think.  Thinking  is  mental 
anguish.  &he  wants  to  just  glow.  How 
many  readers  have  Hawthorne  or  How- 
ells compared  with  the  Swashbuckler 
brotherhood  of  today,  or  David  Copper- 
field  compared  with  David  Harum? 

HAS  ITS  USES. 

“Coarse,  stable  litter  has  its  uses,  no 
doubt,  but  it  is  not  literature.  I do  not 
set  myself  up  as  a kind  of  Rbadaman 
thus  to  damn  even  these  poor  souls,  for 
as  I have  said,  they  have  their  use,  they  j out  it  go 
fill  a certain  emptiness,  but  there  are  ignorance 
novels  that  it  does  any  one  good  to  read  | 
say  one  or  two  a year,  for  the  great 
novelists  are  great  portrait  painter  A ..of., 
men  and  manners,  and  the  mos^/  interest- 
ing thing  in  the  world  to  man  is  mapr 
OTHER  iTHAN  FICTION. 

“So  much  for  fiction  in  the  public 
library;  novv  let  me  show  what  else  we 
do.  I was  for  seventeen  years  a director 
in  our  Peoria  Mercantile  Library,  from 
its  origin  as  successor  to  our  city 
library,  in  1865,  until  it  was  turned  over 
in  1882  to  our  present  public  library, 
apd  we  had  a pretty  hard  time  in  keep- 
ing it  up.  Our  total  membership  at  $b 
a year — and  it  w7as  well  w'orth  that  to 
any  lover  of  books — did  not  on  an  aver 
age  exceed  300  and  our  annual  isgues 
7,500  volumes. 

The  present  membership  of  our  public 
library  is  8>,000,  more  than  twenty-five 
times  as  large.  Supposing  now  that  our 
300  members  in  those  days  consumed  as 
many  novels  in  proportion  as  our  people 
do  today — and  it  must  not  be  inferred 
because  we  had  so  select  a membership 
then— the  cream  of  our  cultured  people 
—that  they  were  all  above  novels,  for, 
bq  far  as  my  observation  goes,  the  cream 


j books  of  the  better  class,  our  free  pub- 
lic library  now  sends  out  54,000  books 
of  philosophy,  history,  biography,  travel, 
science,  art  and  literature.  Should  that 
not  count  for  something  in  the  spreading 
of  general  intelligence  among  the  peo- 
ple? I think  it  something  to  boast  of. 
I think  it  answers  in  one  word  the 
question  of  the  usefulness  of  the  free 
piiblic  library;  and  this  without  taking 
into  account  all  the  innocent . delightful 
and  instructive  entertainment  afforded 
by  the  126.000  novels  read.  Other  public 
libraries,  I have  no  doubt,  would  report 
a similar  condition  of  things. 

INNOCENT  ENTERTAINMENT. 

“This,  then,  is  my  answer  as  to  what 
use  our  free  public  library  serves  in  this 
latter  end  of  the  twentieth  century:  It 
provides  an  innocent  entertainment  un- 
known! before,  but,  above  all,  it  diffuses 
general  intelligence  among  that  great 
mass  of  our  population  who  would  with 
through  life  iu  comparative 
of  books — ignorant  even 
their  onwrn  dense  ignorance  and  th» 
irreparable  privation. 

^ “A  public  library  is  a great,  recei’ 

aii|d  distributing  warehouse,  not  r 

and!  raiment  and  wine  for  ou 

wants,  but  of  that  something  h 

nourishes,  adorns  and  an' 

soul — a 'treasure  house  wT 

ered,  preserved  and  agai 

priceless  accumulations 

perience,  the  wisdom 

story  of  all  thtyt  ou, 

suffered  in  its  ijpilson 

from  the  darkness  of 

effulgent  light  of  this, 

FLOOD  OF  DELIGHT! 

“What  an  array  of  old 
flood  of  delightful  memoi 
library  offer  as  we,  entt 
doors!  It  is  then  I feel  lil 
left  the  tumult  and  pair 
him  and  walks  the  sileiv 
some  great  Valhalla,  whei 
forms  of  all  the  noble  dea 
and  benefactors  of  our  rac* 
on  me  with  eyes  full  of  r 
of  immortal  youth.  Aik 
as  applicable  above  all  t* 
insired  line  of  Byron; 
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